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I N S I D E : On the Journey with Ellsworth Kalas

•

Circuit Rider Evangelism

•

Happy 300th Birthday Charles Wesley!

we l c o m e .

“The harvest is
plentiful but the
workers are few.
Ask the Lord of the
harvest, therefore,
to send out workers
into his harvest field.”
Matthew 9:31 NIV

DEAR FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF ASBURY SEMINARY.
A drowning man was crying out for help as he thrashed in the ocean waters. He had
been walking along a pier, tripped on some rope and accidentally fell into the water
many feet below. Being a non-swimmer, he was unable to get himself to safety.
Another man was sunbathing on a nearby pier. He was well within sight and earshot
of the drowning man. It was learned later that he was an excellent swimmer. But, even
though he saw and heard the man in trouble and had the wherewithal to assist him, he
did nothing. The man in the water drowned.
This incident actually happened in Massachusetts some years ago. The family of the
drowned man sued the sunbather for not coming to the aid of their loved one. The
court, however, ruled that the sunbather had no legal obligation to give such aid.
Now, I think most of us would say that, though he had no legal obligation, he had a
moral obligation to help someone in trouble. If any of us put ourselves in his place, we
know we would help save the drowning man.
Well, we are in his place. There are drowning people all around us—in our
neighborhood, our work places, maybe even in our churches; there are people drowning
in sin. Without help, they will never be able to get themselves to safety.
The “safety,” of course, is a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. But they won’t know
there is safety close by unless they are told and pointed in the direction of the Savior.
That is what evangelism is—pointing people to Jesus Christ.
That is why Evangelistic Ministry is central to the mission of Asbury Theological
Seminary. We hope as you read this issue of the Herald, you will be guided and inspired
to recommit your own life to fulfilling the Great Commission. We also hope that you
will catch a vision for how Asbury is having an impact around the world as we send
forth an “evangelistic ministry” that is “well-trained, sanctified, and Spirit-filled” for
the glory of God.
Blessings!

Dr. Larry Brooks
Vice President of Advancement
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evangelistic ministry
On the occasion of Thomas Coke’s departure for America, John Wesley said to him,
“Offer them Christ.” Kenneth Wyatt chose this phrase for the title of his painting.

on the journey…

A Wa l k w i t h D r . K a l a s
EVANGELISTIC.
IF “EVANGELISTIC” EVER CEASES TO BE A DEFINING
ADJECTIVE FOR ASBURY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY,
you’ll know that something has gone awry with our genetic code.
To be a spiritual descendant of John and Charles Wesley is to
be evangelistic. To be anything less is to deny both our heritage
and our reason for existence.
Such a stark statement will make some people uneasy. The
very word “evangelism” has gotten a negative connotation
because of the way the word has been used and misused. Several
years ago one of the strongest voices for evangelism in the
United Methodist Church ref lected sadly that evangelism
had been “taken by thieves, stripped naked, and left on the
road to die.”
But we can’t give up on a word—especially such a magnificent
word—simply because some have misused it. To evangelize is
to bring good news, and our culture needs some authentic
good news.
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I dare to say that no religious movement since
the reformation has a better long-term track record
in evangelizing than the Wesleyan movement. It
began in 1738, when within less than a week the
two Wesley brothers, John and Charles, received
religious experiences that set them aflame. Charles
as a writer of roughly 7,000 hymns, and John as the
preacher and master organizer of what came to be
known as the Methodist movement.
Reputable secular historians have said that without
the Wesleyan revival in England, Great Britain would
have had a revolution as bloody as that which came
to France; instead, the Wesleyan revival gave England
the beginnings of a new middle class and a
peaceful revolution.
Then the revival moved to America, coming to full
flower in the years following American independence,
particularly through the ministry of Francis Asbury.
Methodism was a relative latecomer to America; the
Congregational, Baptist, Episcopal, Roman Catholic,
Lutheran, Presbyterian, and Dutch Reformed bodies
were already established. In most cases they were
blessed with a natural “feeder” via the immigrants
who came to them from their respective bodies in
Europe. The Methodist movement, with little help
of that sort, nevertheless became the largest
religious body in America by the 1840s.
They did so by evangelism. Their peculiar genius
was the circuit rider: preachers on horseback, with
religious books packed in their saddle bags; preachers
who went wherever the people were. For this reason
still today, United Methodism is the largest body
within the Wesleyan movement and has more
churches in America than the United States has
post offices and why no religious body, including
even Roman Catholicism, is present in so many of
America’s several thousand counties. Wesleyans
believed the whole world should hear the good
news that God’s grace is available to all. As a result,
you’ll find their churches in the open country or
in the heart of ghettos, often with a building that
seats less than a hundred, while others have a
complex covering several city blocks that they
rightly call their “campus.”
When true to its heritage, Methodist evangelism
has never been a quick fix, just-sign-on-the-dotted line
agreement. Methodism has always been committed to
“a long obedience in the same direction.” To be born
again is not the end, but the beginning; the end is
to be Christlike. Methodism is in the business of

producing saints. Many may not have looked like a
finished product, but they will settle for nothing less
than a truly holy life.
This holiness is not simply a matter of personal
conduct. Mind you, a change in personal conduct
is expected: Christians are expected to have new
habits, new vocabularies, and new attitudes toward
God and family and work. In other words, they are
to be brand new people, but evangelism doesn’t stop

To be born again is not the end, but the
beginning; the end is to be Christlike.

there. Personal holiness is to be linked always with
social holiness. We believe that Christianity should
influence our attitude toward economics, politics,
education and every kind of social relationship;
therefore, you’re likely to find people of the Wesleyan
heritage in disproportionate numbers in every good
work. To be a Methodist of any sort is to care about
the world in which we live and to work passionately
for the benefit of the whole human race.
I regret that what I’ve just said doesn’t characterize
every person or every movement that bears the name
“Methodist,” but we still have this goal at Asbury.
We’re still working at this kind of evangelism—a
gospel that cares about the whole person, the whole
society, and the whole world. We believe in God’s
redemptive love for our planet and its inhabitants,
so we intend to move with God toward these ends.
As one of Asbury Seminary’s most
beloved professors, Dr. J. Ellsworth
Kalas is now serving as the interim
president of Asbury Theological
Seminary. Dr. Kalas has expertise in
narrative preaching and church
renewal. He has authored
approximately 20 books and 10 adult study quarterlies
as well as recorded the entire Bible on audiotape.
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Sharing

the
good news

E VA N G E L I S M I N I T S G R E AT E S T S I M P L I C I T Y I S G O D ’ S P O W E R F U L , S A V I N G A C T I V I T Y

by Dr. Ronald K. Crandall

Asbury Theological Seminary was recently named as one of two institutions awarded
full funding by The Foundation for Evangelism to launch a new Ph.D. in Evangelization
Studies. Qualified students are now being accepted for the fall semester of 2007.
This award comes as no accident. No other seminary in the country is better qualified
or equipped to offer such a Ph.D. program. Three of our faculty members in the E. Stanley
Jones School of World Mission and Evangelism have served as members of the executive
committee for the Academy for Evangelism in Theological Education—two as presidents.
The E. Stanley Jones School currently has five professors teaching courses in evangelism,
one of the largest library holdings on the subject in the world, and a long history of
faculty and administrative support for prioritizing “Evangelistic Ministry” as a key ingredient
in our institutional mission statement.
Nevertheless, one doesn’t require a great deal of imagination to picture the awkward
silence or perhaps the heated conversation that can develop, even at Asbury, when
someone utters the “E” word. Sooner or later the question is asked, “What do you
mean by evangelism?”
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I

was sitting next to a gentleman some time ago
on a flight out of Lexington. As the conversation
developed, he discovered I taught evangelism.
When he identified his denominational background
and childhood church, I asked (evangelistically) if he
had been “saved” in that church. He informed me
with delight that indeed he was saved and baptized
in that church at the age of twelve, and he even sang
for years in a traveling gospel quartet. Seemingly, he
had no need for any “evangelistic ministry.”

death, resurrection, and abiding presence available
to us in every moment.
So, what does this ministry mean for students
at Asbury Theological Seminary? It means that we
are committed to both the message itself and to the
delivery of it in ways that will enable all people of
the earth to hear the message and see it as God’s
Word made flesh for them! The ministry includes
learning to exegete (diligently work to understand
and interpret) both the biblical text itself and the

AT W O R K T H R O U G H U S F O R O T H E R S A S W E S H A R E T H E G O O D N E W S O F J E S U S C H R I S T.

As our conversation continued, however, he
casually acknowledged he had been through six
divorces and had fourteen children in seven states.
He currently had a three-year-old daughter living
with him and his seventh wife and wondered if I
thought he ought to try to get back to church for
his little girl’s sake. What is evangelistic ministry?
What is the gospel?
Evangelism in its greatest simplicity is God’s
powerful, saving activity at work through us for
others as we share the good news of Jesus Christ.
As Wesleyans, we believe the biblical account of
salvation ultimately describes the restoration of a
divine relationship in which “everything has become
new” (2 Cor. 5:17, NRSV), allowing each person
to “have the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16) and be
transformed into his likeness “from one degree of
glory to another” (2 Cor. 3:18).
Sadly, this perspective of the evangel (gospel)
and evangel-ism is not shared by all. For some,
evangelistic ministry is restricted to presenting a
“plan of salvation” that leads to an individual’s onetime-faith decision and guarantees him or her a
place in heaven, but we believe God is as interested
in getting heaven into us as he is in getting us into
heaven. Evangelism is our multifaceted effort as
individuals and as Christ’s Church in cooperation
with God’s Holy Spirit to offer what John Wesley
called “the medicine of life.”1 The overwhelming
motivation for our evangelistic ministry is the divine
love that fills our hearts with “the joy of heaven to
earth come down” (Wesley, 1747, p. 384).
Evangelistic ministry is both a matter of how we
relate to persons who are still ignorant of and/or
rebellious against God’s design for a new creation,
and, more specifically, how we communicate the lifesaving and transforming message of Christ’s life,

context or culture of those we are seeking to serve
as stewards of the mysteries of God. It means
undertaking this endeavor with both a serious
academic investment and a joyful spirit of
anticipation, trusting in how the Holy Spirit
is at work in the world today.
Frankly, accounts of the Holy Spirit’s work in
the world today surprise some. They have become
so discouraged by social changes and challenges
that they have retreated into Christian ghettos
and see the church primarily as a place to be safe.
But the one in whose name we live did not create
the church to be a mighty fortress but rather to be
a mighty witness. “He who did not withhold his own
Son, but gave him up for all of us” (Rom. 8:32) has
salvation, not safety, as the divine objective.
Neglecting to ask, “Where is the Holy Spirit of
God at work in our world today?” is a sure path to
abandonment by the Spirit whose empowering
work in the church is explicitly for effective witness
and evangelism—day by day, century by century—to
those next door and to those across all boundaries
and barriers of human distancing (see Acts 1:8; 10;
15; 2 Cor. 5:14-20). For those who willingly ask
about the Spirit’s work and pray to be part of it,
the pruning of the master produces great joy and
“much fruit” and reveals that we are disciples of
Jesus who abide in his love (John 15:1-11).
Last summer Professor Art McPhee and I took a
team of students to Lynch, Kentucky, to observe
how “fruitful turnaround” can come both to
congregations and whole communities through
willing disciples who pray, “Lord, let us be part of
what you are doing,” instead of, “Please bless what
we are doing.” Through the faithful efforts and
witness of one couple, Lonnie and Belinda Riley,
the Holy Spirit is doing a “new thing” in this
WINTER 2007 | 7

previously destitute and almost hopeless community
in the heart of Appalachia.2
We later worshipped at an inner city congregation
that was formerly the mother church of Methodism
in Lexington, Kentucky. Epworth United Methodist
Church literally had to die and be raised again as
The Rock/La Roca to reveal the power of the gospel
and discover how to engage in the joyful work of
evangelistic ministry.3
In November, I took my church-planting class
to visit Quest Community Church in Lexington.
Launched in an Applebee’s Restaurant in the
1990s from a “Beer and Bible” study group led by

education for all who will venture out beyond the
safety of the sanctuary and the classroom.
To prepare and send forth a “well-trained,
sanctified, Spirit-filled, and evangelistic ministry”
is our reason for being Asbury Theological Seminary.
It is not something we take lightly. God has blessed
us with faculty, students and staff who truly believe
this design is God’s for every age and every disciple.
Some persons will have a distinct spiritual
gifting for evangelism (Eph. 4:11). Some will have
a call to move across cultural boundaries in offering
the gospel to those who have never been able to
hear it in their own heart language. Others will

To prepare and send forth a “well-trained, sanctified, Spirit-filled, &
evangelistic ministry” is our reason for being Asbury Theological Seminary.
It is not something we take lightly.
an Asbury Seminary student, Pete Hise, this
young church now averages over 1,500 each week
in worship. The clear and bold mission statement
of the church is “transforming unconvinced people
into wholehearted followers of Jesus.”4 In just the
past year alone, more than 500 new persons have
encountered Jesus and chosen to be his “wholehearted followers.” Evangelistic ministry in this
church is everywhere as new believers can’t wait to
share their story and listen to yours.
Students at Asbury Theological Seminary are
exposed to such stories, not just as literature to be
read, but as current reality to be experienced. The
impact is life-changing and a powerful reminder
that, although times are changing, the Jesus whose
Spirit is at work in the world is the same yesterday,
today, and forever. In fact, with all that is happening
to make the world a smaller community—a global
village—some of the most inspiring experiences
shaping Asbury’s missioners for evangelistic ministry
occur when students sign up for a Church Abroad
course. Here they see the sacrificial and triumphant
efforts of their brothers and sisters sharing the
gospel in lands and languages usually labeled
“foreign,” yet the joy and bold witness of those
who work daily in arenas where poverty, AIDS,
and anarchy daily take their toll, serve as God’s
humbling and quickening agents of transformative
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primarily be involved evangelistically as growing
and faithful disciples who witness by their changed
and changing lives, but for all of us, Peter’s counsel
to the early Christians as they faced challenges on
every side is still God’s best guidance as we go
about our daily lives and encounter whomever
the Spirit may lead across our paths, “In your hearts
set apart Christ as Lord. Always be ready to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and
respect” (1 Peter 3:15 NIV).
1. Wesley’s description of the gospel’s essential nature and purpose is
to produce in us “the love of God and of all mankind.” The Works of
John Wesley, Vol. 11: The Appeals to Men of Reason and Religion and
Certain Related Open Letters, ed. Gerald R. Cragg (Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 1992, p. 45).
2. Visit www.meridzo.org for more information on this story of holistic
mission and evangelism that is saving and transforming individuals,
families, churches, and multiple communities in several states.
3. Visit www.rockumc.com to see how this new multicultural congregation
has been reaching not only local people long ignored by most churches,
but also establishing new congregations in other countries.
4. Visit www.questcommunity.com to catch the most recent
updates on QCC.

Ronald K. Crandall is the Dean of
E. Stanley Jones School of World
Mission and Evangelism and the
Sundo Kim Professor of Evangelism
and Practical Theology at Asbury
Theological Seminary.

Evangelistic

ministry.

For this issue, our Question and Answer aligned with our issue’s topic of “Evangelistic Ministry.” The Asbury Herald
asks Dr. Marilyn Elliott in the Kentucky Campus Office of Community Life about family members and the
Evangelistic ministry.

question1
HERALD How do you evangelize
within the family?
DR. ELLIOTT The peace and joy I
experienced when I surrendered
my heart to Jesus in l976 was
contaminated by a sickening
awareness that I might end up
living as a single mom. Our
daughter was not quite one-yearold and our young marriage had
many perils. The habits of life we
shared held no reference to God. I
doubted my husband, Steve, and I
could find our way with this great
difference between us.
Shortly after, God led a young
neighbor to invite me to a home
Bible study. At the weekly study,
I learned that I did not have to
“be the Holy Spirit” to my
husband, something I dreaded
but felt obliged to be. Rather,
God wanted me to love Steve in
rich and fresh ways. My newfound faith gifted my husband,
not with a critical and vexing
wife, but with a joyous partner
freed to enjoy life, love deeply
and cope in healthier ways. As I
grabbed onto this liberty and
expressed love for my husband
in my own unique, quirky ways,
(not making him an evangelistic
project), his heart opened to
me and ultimately to God.

Having family members who do not
appreciate our faith or ministry life
gives us many opportunities for
costly love. Faithful loving involves
gentle intentionality in reaching
out to brothers and sisters with
broken families, gay partners and
resistant dispositions. Life itself
provides the opportunities to
enter into their triumphs and
troubles. We know many of the
same. Our work is to reach and
cultivate relationships: call, send
flowers, celebrate, visit, ask
questions, and listen to their lives.

for interpersonal use, work
toward the fullness and not the
diminishment of our humanity
and our relationships.

Where relationships are preserved,
hope lives.

Building personal relationships
that unveil the gospel is, ironically,
not primarily an evangelistic task.
Rather, such work is a profoundly
human endeavor. Anything less
seems stilted and contrived.

question2
HERALD What part does spiritual
giftedness play in this kind of
evangelism?
DR. ELLIOTT Evangelism within
a family is a relational
undertaking, and relating through
one’s spiritual gifts is profoundly
personal. Hidden within, spiritual
gifts create a distinct, personal
dynamic, and the potential for
incarnational living. In plain words,
spiritual gifts add to our beautiful
uniqueness and enable us to
function in God-directed ways.
They do not, however, make us
oddball humans. These gifts,
personal and primarily intended

questionsandanswers

So, while spiritual gifts are divinely
bestowed, understanding them
as being detached from our
essential selves is not helpful.
Spiritual gifts, while not identical
to natural talents, are embedded
in one’s essential self, and this
fully-human self, not some remote
spiritual piece of self, is the
gospel messenger.

To evangelize using spiritual gifts
is to engage relationships uniquely,
honestly, and without contrivance.
What is in our heart to do is the
task given us. The power of the
Spirit then flows through personality
and a divine human synergism is
released, disclosing, over time,
the truth of the gospel.
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Offer

them christ

W I T H B I B L E S I N H A N D & G O D ’ S S P I R I T I N T H E I R H E A R T S , T H E E A R LY C I R C U I T

by Dr. Kenneth Cain Kinghorn

The term “circuit rider” was coined in America in the 18th century. The word, “circuit”
refers to an area of land to be covered. Travel during this time took place primarily on
horseback, hence the term “rider.” While there is a tendency to romanticize times past,
the life of a circuit rider was by no means romantic. They traveled hundreds of miles each
year with nothing more than their books, a change of clothing, and sheer determination
to spread the gospel throughout their territory. These people are the very unsung
heroes of the faith. Their lives were difficult and often dangerous, yet because of their
passion for Christ and winning souls, they persevered.
We hope you are inspired by the story of these heroes of our faith, and as you read,
ponder how you too might be a carrier of the gospel within your own “circuit” each day.

Artist Richard Douglas of Thirsk, England, has graciously given a Collection of Wesleyana Paintings and Sketches
to the Asbury Seminary Library. They include portraits of Charles and John Wesley and their parents. The drawing
above is his rendition of the Circuit Rider..
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In

the early 1760s, an Irish Methodist
preacher named Robert Strawbridge
immigrated to America and built a
log house in the backwoods of Maryland. He
began preaching services among his neighbors
and formed the earliest Methodist class meeting
in America.1 Steadily, he expanded his ministry
through preaching circuits in Maryland and parts

Mr. Wesley’s sermons.” The Methodist Discipline
called for the circuit riders daily to read for five
hours, and scores of the self-taught Methodist
preachers became well-read.
Many of the early circuit riders began to itinerate
before they were old enough to shave or vote.
Seventeen-year-old Henry Bascom received a circuit
assignment of 27 preaching places.3 Joshua Soule

R I D E R S P R E A C H E D T H AT J E S U S C H R I S T C A N T R A N S F O R M U S I N TO N E W C R E AT I O N S .

of Virginia. Strawbridge was the first “circuit rider”
in America, and wherever he went, he won converts
and raised up lay preachers.
Some of Strawbridge’s converts, and their converts,
crossed the Allegheny Mountains and rafted down
the Ohio River to preach the gospel to westwardmoving pioneers and settlers. This ministry contrasted
with that of clergy in other denominations who kept
to a single pulpit and avoided the rigors of frontier
preaching. In 1771 Francis Asbury arrived in America
and demonstrated by his example the need for an
itinerant ministry. In 1837, an unknown writer
coined a lasting term to describe these Methodist
“traveling preachers.” He called them “circuit riders.”
WHAT MANNER OF MEN?
To get into the Methodist itinerancy, one needed to
answer four questions affirmatively: “(1) Are you
truly converted? (2) Do you know and keep the
rules?2 (3) Can you preach acceptably? (4) Have you a
horse?” When the Methodist Episcopal Church
became a denomination in 1784, the preachers
received yearly salaries of $64. By comparison, the
average salary of the “settled” congregational
ministers was $400 a year.
Most of the early circuit riders received little
formal schooling. Still, they effectively communicated
with the uneducated frontier people. At first, only
one circuit rider was a college graduate among its
preachers—Thomas Coke. An educated cleric in
another denomination asked Bishop Francis Asbury,
“How is it that you take men from the tail of a plow
… and without sending them to any college or divinity
schools, set them to preach at once, and in a few years
they become able ministers … equal, if not superior, to
our men trained in collegiate and theological halls?”
Asbury replied, “We tell one another what we
know, and then use it at once…. You study books,
we study men, the Bible, the hymnbook, and

became a presiding elder (district superintendent)
when he was twenty-three.
Bishop Asbury discouraged his preachers from
marrying because spouses found circuit travel too
difficult and dangerous. With dry humor, Asbury
wrote in his journal, “Brother Hartley is now
married and begins to care for his wife…. I have
always thought he carried a great sail, but he will
have ballast now” (Asbury, 1779, p. 325). The first
five Methodist bishops remained single.
The circuit riders were men of iron will, even when
physically overstretched. They kept an unwavering
faith while being destitute and lonely. They trusted
God’s care and providence, although tested by trials.
They served others, including those who “reviled
and persecuted them and uttered all kinds of evil
against them falsely.” These traveling preachers led
many to faith in Christ, and they significantly
shaped the spiritual tone of America.
THE CHALLENGES THEY FACED
Ironically, in one respect, John Wesley hindered
the work of the early Methodist circuit riders in
America. Mr. Wesley’s 1775 publication, A Calm
Address to the American Colonies, urged the Americans
not to form an independent nation. Wesley’s little
book sold over 100,000 copies, stirring up suspicion
toward the Methodists. Some people jumped to the
conclusion that “Wesley’s Methodists” were Tories,
meaning those without loyalty to the American
colonies.4 As a result, some Methodist preachers
suffered physical persecution.
Circuit rider Caleb Pedicord received such a severe
whipping that he bore scars for the rest of his life.
Rabble-rousers smeared Philip Gatch with tar when
the group’s leader became furious that his wife had
become a Christian under Gatch’s preaching. A mob
beat Freeborn Garrettson unconscious and left him
for dead on the road. Angry officials jailed other
WINTER 2007 | 11

m o d e r n d ay c i rc u i t r i d e r : Wesley Putnam
HIS HORSE IS ACTUALLY A CAR AND HIS “CIRCUIT” IS NATIONWIDE,
but Wesley Putnam’s passion for spreading the Gospel is as strong as
that of bygone circuit riders.
Wesley, (M.Div. '78), has come to rely on God's faithfulness. “We arrived
at Asbury Seminary knowing God had led us there, but with no financial
means to pay for it. We watched in amazement as God provided for us
month after month.” While at Asbury, he pastored two churches, beginning
a “circuit” of 160 miles each day. Wesley states, “When God calls us to
a work, He provides the resources necessary to accomplish it.”
As a young man he completed an undergraduate music degree, planning a
career as a high school choir director. When God called him to preaching,
Wesley resolved to give up a life in music. However, after beginning in ministry,
“…music began to come out of me. I would prepare a sermon and before I
preached it, I would write a poem to sum up what I had said in the sermon.
Then I would set the poem to music and sing it at the close of the sermon.”
Soon he was being invited to sing and preach at other churches. It was
quickly apparent he could not pastor a church and maintain his extensive
travel schedule; God was calling him into evangelistic ministry. Again, God
faithfullyprovided. “I wrote 30 friends who had experienced my ministry and
asked if they would be a part of my board and support with prayer and
finances; 28 agreed. This affirmed the call to evangelism,” Wesley said. Soon
after, he was appointed as a General Evangelist. “With fear and trembling we
stepped out into this new faith experience as a home missionary with
bookings for 6 months and a blank calendar after that. God began opening
doors and before long we were booked one year out and then a year-and-ahalf. The call has been confirmed over and over again,” Wesley said.
Over the past 25 years Wesley and his wife, Felicia, have traveled in 35
states and several foreign countries, telling God’s love in ways the current
generation will hear. Packaged in preaching, storytelling and music, his
relevant message uses contemporary characters to bring life to ancient
stories. Wesley states, “We have the Old Testament prophet, Elijah, as a
Bronx cop. Daniel becomes ‘Cowboy Dan’ and Gideon is a Yiddish ‘Barney
Fife.’ The stories are true to the text, but by using these characters and a
good dose of humor, people are able to relate in new ways to the message.
It has been remarkable to watch.”
In the fall of 2005, Wesley was Asbury Seminary's “artist in residence”,
allowing him to update the lyrics and music of 12 of Charles Wesley’s
most loved hymns. “So much of the language and music has changed
since these songs were originated," Wesley shared. "I wanted to write
them in a way that preserves the rich theology of Charles Wesley while
making them accessible in the church today. My goal was simple—
singable melodies with lyrics that were true to the original message.”
As Wesley travels he is continually amazed at God's work: “It blows me
away to think of the altar rails filled with people who have made significant
decisions to allow Christ to be Lord in their lives.” Just as circuit riders of
years ago had to be relevant to reach audiences for Christ, Wesley seeks to
minister in fresh new ways today—with the same passion and purpose.
Visit www.wesleyputnam.org for more information on Wesley’s Ministry.
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circuit riders. In 1810, Jesse Lee, American
Methodism’s first historian, wrote, “If a person
was disposed to persecute a Methodist preacher, it
was only necessary to call him a Tory, and then
they might treat him as cruelly as they pleased”.5
The circuit riders also faced hostile Indians, bears,
wolves, blizzards, swollen creeks, uncharted forests,
and cutthroats. These courageous preachers were
often hungry, wet, cold, tired, and saddle sore.
Sometimes they preferred to sleep in the forest, on
the open prairie, or under the cover of leaves and
branches, rather than lodge overnight in the
crowded and grubby dwellings of the settlers. A
traveling preacher wrote in his journal, “I had a far
better time [sleeping in the wilderness] than in
many of the small smothering cabins along the
road, where bugs and f leas are your night-long
associates.” Before 1847, 200 of 737 circuit preachers
died before they reached their thirty-fifth birthday.
The circuit riders came against entrenched sin
and evil. Settlers seeking free land in the untamed
wilderness easily abandoned their moral restraints.
Drunkenness, violent sports, brawling, gambling,
political corruption, thievery, and murder infected
frontier settlements. Before 1800, only about 4% of
the people on the early frontier belonged to a
church. Methodism became the major religious
movement to take the gospel to unchurched
frontier settlers who lived without moral guidelines.
Sinners frequently took offense at the circuit
riders’ denunciations of their immoralities, yet the
traveling preachers were as strong-minded as the
sinners they worked to convert. James Wilbur
preached at a camp meeting where two mischiefmakers constantly interrupted the service. During
a hymn Wilbur marched down the aisle and
“clapped” their heads together. He sang his way
back to the pulpit, and the subdued men caused
no more trouble.
Given the challenges the circuit riders faced, with
good reason they began their yearly conferences by
singing Charles Wesley’s hymn:

And are we yet aalive,
And see each other’s face? Glory and
praise to Jesus give
For his redeeming grace!
Countless written reports and diaries chronicle
the effective work of these preachers of righteousness, grace, and spiritual transformation.

THE PLAN THEY USED
Vast frontier areas had no churches, so the circuit
riders followed wilderness trails until they came to
settlers’ cabins. A preacher would announce he had
come to offer them Christ. Some homesteaders
invited him to a meal and overnight lodging. While
visiting the dwelling, he spoke with each person
about matters of the soul and led the family in
worship. If the householder agreed, the preacher
added the cabin to his circuit as a “preaching
station.” Before the preacher’s next visit, the
householder invited neighbors to attend the
upcoming service. Soon, the circuit rider organized
class meetings, led by capable lay people.
Some circuits expanded to hundreds of miles,
taking weeks to cover. In 1798 Francis Asbury
assigned John Kobler “to the North-Western
Territory to form a new circuit and to plant the
first principles of the Gospel”. Mr. Asbury assigned
William McKendree to “the West.”6 Methodism
grew exponentially.
Eighteenth-century conference minutes listed
the preaching places precisely. Sites included taverns,
cabins, stores, poorhouses, forts, barns, woodland
clearings and riverboats. On one occasion, a circuit
rider preached in a gambling house. A layperson
said, “In Jesus’ time some made the house of God
a den of thieves, but now the Methodists have
changed a den of thieves into a house of God”.
Practice helped scores of the circuit preachers
become skilled orators, and some developed unique
speaking styles. James Axley employed ventriloquism.
He used his second voice to state the views of the
devil; with his natural voice he countered the devil
with biblical quotations. Lorenzo Dow, at times,
began his sermon by announcing “the latest news
from hell.” Some of the people, when they turned to
Christ, fell to their knees and cried out to God for
salvation from their sins. By the mid 1800s, American
Methodism had become by far the largest and most
spiritually influential religious body in the nation.
THE MESSAGE THEY PREACHED
When the Methodist circuit riders began their
work, most of the existing churches in America
taught that God had predestinated some to salvation
and others to damnation. The Methodists, on the
other hand, believed that Christ died for everyone
(see John 3:16; Rom. 10:12; 1 Tim. 2:4). Accordingly,
the circuit riders invited all people to respond to

God’s offer of eternal life. They preached that even
if not everyone will be saved, all can be saved.
Second, the circuit riders preached holiness of
heart and life. Most American churches taught that
God imputes the righteousness of Christ to the elect,
but he does not impart righteousness to them until
after death. Nevertheless, Methodist circuit riders
preached a present salvation from sin—from its
guilt and its power. The Methodists preached, “Free
salvation for all men, and full salvation from all sin,”
asking God to “save from wrath and make us pure.”
Also, the circuit riders insisted that God wants
to transform the culture and ethos of the nation.
They declared that Christianity is both personal and
social. Thus, they addressed such societal evils as
slavery, alcohol abuse, and unfair labor practices.
Their stated mission was “to reform the
continent and spread scriptural holiness across
these lands”.
With Bibles in hand and God’s Spirit in their
hearts, the early circuit riders thundered the
biblical truth that Jesus Christ can transform us
into new creations. They reminded all hearers that
because God who called us is holy, we also should
be holy in all our conduct (see 1 Pet. 1:15). The early
circuit riders proclaimed God’s offer to create a
new humanity, free people from sin, and bestow
peace and goodwill on earth. In our pained and
dysfunctional twenty-first century, never has the
church more greatly needed the zeal and message
of the early Methodist circuit riders.
1. Earlier, George Whitefield had preached in America, but he did not
organize his converts into class meetings and circuits, as Strawbridge
did. Whitefield’s failure to nurture his converts prompted him to say in
later life, “I fear I built a rope of sand.”
2. Methodism’s “General Rules” fell under three headings—Do no
harm, Do good, and Use the means of grace.
3. Later, the United States Congress elected Bascom its chaplain. He
also served as a college professor, president of Transylvania College in
Lexington, KY, and editor for the southern branch of Methodism.
4. At the time, the Americans were not inclined to offer up petitions
for the English royal family, as contained in the Anglican Book of
Common Prayer.
5. “Short History of the Methodists in America,” 1810, pp 74-75.
6. At first, “the West” referred to states such as Kentucky, Tennessee,
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois.

Kenneth Kinghorn is Professor
Emeritus of Church History and
Historical Theology at Asbury
Theological Seminary.
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amazingLOVE
by William C. Goold

HAPPY BIRTHDAY CHARLES WESLEY!

C

harles Wesley was born December 18, 1707. For three weeks the sickly, premature infant struggled for
his life. As the eighteenth child of Susanna and Samuel, he was the ninth to survive infancy. Each time

we sing his Advent carol, “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing,” we recognize this Christmas baby won his battle
for life. This year we observe and celebrate his tercentennial birthday.
Since his death in 1788, Charles has received considerably less scholarly attention than his older brother,
John. Wesley scholar Frank Baker has rightfully stated, “The main reason for the neglect of Charles Wesley is,
of course, John Wesley.”1 The occasion of his 300th birthday is a fitting time for Charles Wesley to receive
the study, recognition, honor and tribute due him.
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yet to witness another pen like it. Few topics escaped
his poetic mind, including politics, current events,
love of his wife, loss of his beloved son to Catholicism
and, most of all, religious hymnody. Charles seems to
have literally breathed, thought, dreamed, processed
and worshiped via poetic form. “The poetical medium
was so firmly ingrained in Charles Wesley as his mode
of expression that almost everything he had to
say (not just on religious matters) was expressed
through poetry.”2

Asbury Seminary Celebrates
the 300th anniversary of
Charles Wesley’s Birth.

CONVERSION AND SONG
Charles readily identified Whitsunday (Pentecost),
May 21, 1738, three days before John, as the date
of his personal conversion and faith in Christ’s
atoning work for him. On that day he opened the
Scriptures to Psalm 40:3 and read these words:
“He hath put a new song in my mouth; many will
see and fear and will trust in the Lord.” The text
proved to be prophetic; saving faith was kindled.
He began writing his first hymn the very next day.
(It remains uncertain whether his first hymn was
“Where shall my wond’ring soul begin?” or “And can
it be?” Both are written about the same time. Each is
largely autobiographical, as are numerous other
hymns he wrote.)
For the next fifty years his pen seldom stopped.
To our present day, the English-speaking world has

FORMING THE POET
The years 1707-1738 appear to be critical and
formational in terms of Charles’s character, values
and spiritual journey to saving faith and holy living.
During the 31 years prior to his conversion several
significant influences seemed to have occurred in
pairs. It is helpful to view him as the product of
multiple sets of two. The following synopsis will
illustrate the many pairings.
His paternal and maternal grandparents were
non-conformist, 17th-century Puritans of strong
conviction. His strong willed mother, Susanna, and
studious father, Samuel, Sr., (a classic scholar and a
hymn writer) encouraged him to frequently express
himself in rhymed meter even before his conversion.
Two older brothers, loving but firm, actively guided
two vital educational experiences (Samuel Jr. at
Westminster school in London, and John while
Charles attended Christ Church, Oxford). Early on
Charles’s language study was paired between the
classic language of Latin and the biblical languages
of Hebrew and Greek. At Westminster School, under
brother Samuel, Jr., employed there as a master,
Charles (with other boys eight years and older)
awakened at 5:30 a.m. to then study, write, translate
and speak Latin until bed at eight. Subsequently, he
would master seven languages.
Two disappointing but vital personal experiences
included a rather dismal first year at Christ Church
(Oxford) followed by a disastrous ten months
(Feb.–Dec., 1736) spent in America as personal
secretary to Governor Oglethorpe in Georgia. His
conversion was largely influenced by two profound
encounters, including Moravian believer-missionarywitness, Peter Bohler, and a spiritual, godly, Mr. Bray
whom Charles described as “…a poor ignorant
mechanic who knows nothing but Christ.”3
Charles’s writings also reveal two negative
worship experiences that helped significantly
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shape him, including his early exposure to the
miserable practice of Anglican congregational
singing (largely the stilted Psalm singing from the
several Psalters of the day) and what he repeatedly
termed poetically as the “horrible decree” of the
prevailing doctrine and preaching of election.
WESLEY THE AUTHOR
Charles Wesley’s paper trail is large, but it differs
considerably from John’s in both organization and
content. He left a significant collection of personal
letters, a journal, various tracts, essays, and fragments,
and a minimal number of printed sermons, with
only two sermons printed during his lifetime.
Whereas John readily and faithfully accounted for
nearly every minute of his life, Charles struggled
with maintaining a consistent personal journal.
While a student at Oxford, he wrote to John in 1729
requesting John’s advice on how to, “Write a diary
of my actions…If you would direct me to the same
or a like method with your own, I would gladly
follow it, for I’m convinced of the usefulness of
such an undertaking”.4
Prior to his marriage to his beloved Sally Gwynne
on April 8, 1749, (Sally was nineteen years younger
than Charles) and for the rest of their lives together,
his many love letters often began without date,
salutation or location of origin. He simply put pen
to paper and wrote.
THE ANOINTED PEN
Although his journal and diary may lack John’s
detail, Charles’s hymn production staggers the
imagination. With John as editor and publisher,
the brothers’ first joint venture was launched in
1739 with Hymns and Sacred Poems, a title also used
for three subsequent publications. From 1741 to his
death in 1791, John published a series of 30 hymn
tracts on various subjects with corresponding titles
that were offered to the public for pennies per copy.
In all, John published at least 64 different hymnals.
Of these, 36 consisted of texts written exclusively by
the brothers. Charles was by far the major author.
From his conversion in 1738, Charles wrote no
fewer than 8,989 religious poems. About 6,500 are
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considered to be sing-able hymns. Once started, he
could not stop. If we do the math with modest
minimums of four stanzas per hymn (a conservative
number), six lines per stanza, three hymns per
week, he produced twelve lines of religious hymnody
every day, seven days per week, for 50 years! Such
volume has never been equaled.
In 1780 publisher John offered what is generally
recognized as the definitive volume of Charles’s
hymns, A Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People
called Methodist (three shillings, sewed). John saw the
hymnal as a theological publication, not just a
songbook. As its editor and publisher, he also
expressed his highest regard for Charles’s poetry
and pure use of the English language.
Charles seemed to be incapable of editing his own
work. John regularly tinkered with the texts, but he
absolutely did not want others doing so. Ever the
vigilant editor, the same Preface forcefully stated his
expectations that while others would reprint the
hymns, they should do so without changing a
note or a word. Charles’s poetic expression of the
Methodist doctrine of Christian perfection was
not, however, beyond John’s red ink.
CHARLES WESLEY’S LEGACY
Beyond their sheer quantity and the fact that he
wrote extensively for forty-nine years, Wesley’s
hymns deserve serious attention for at least four
reasons. First, he perfected an emerging genre,
the Scriptural hymn. Building upon historic Psalm
singing from the Apostolic church, with its Jewish
background, to the Hymns of Human Composure of
Isaac Watts (1674-1748), he moved fully into
singing the Bible. For Charles, Holy Scripture
was his mother tongue. The Bible fueled the
poetic oxygen which he breathed. Wesley’s texts
are biblically comprehensive. Numerous authors
have commented that if the Bible were to be
suddenly taken from the Methodists, it could be
nearly fully reconstructed from the texts of Wesley’s
hymns. Commenting on the 1780 A Collection of
Hymns, Bennard Manning notes
“Of the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament,
only four are not recorded as illustrated: Ezra,

Obadiah, Nahum, and Zephaniah. Of the twentyseven books of the New Testament, only one: the
Third Epistle of St. John. Some books, e.g. Romans
and Isaiah, are illus-treated chapter by chapter,
almost verse by verse. There are, for instance, over
thirty references to Romans 8.5
Second, Wesley’s hymns are unparalleled in being
consistently Christocentric. John Lawson clearly
recognizes the Wesleys’ interpretation of the Old
Testament as preparing the world for Christ’s
coming and the New Testament as the fulfillment
of that promise. Charles found Christian truth
throughout the Bible and expressed it spontaneously
with his poetic genious.6
Third, these are solid, substantive texts, underpinned with broad-based resources. Writings and
wisdom from the Patristic fathers such as Augustine
and Ignatius of Antioch, exegetical reference works
of his day, the Book of Common Prayer and the
authorized version of the 1611 King James Bible were
familiar source materials for Charles’s hymn texts.7
Fourth, Charles Wesley’s hymns are theology in
song. His stanzas are digestible doctrine in song.
These hymnals were written to teach. John’s sermons,
conference minutes, notes, and commentaries were
versified by Charles to teach Methodist doctrine
as found in Scripture.
THE CHALLENGE FOR WESLEY TODAY
Pastors and laypersons often ask why the hymns
of Charles Wesley are so unknown, seldom used, and
even doctrinally rejected in the worship world of
today. The answer is admittedly complicated. To sing
Wesley is to confront no fewer than five daunting
challenges. First, Wesley is no longer known. Pastors,
musicians, and laypersons are largely unaware of the
vast resources available in these hymns. They are off
our repertoire radar. From seminary to pulpit to
pew, we have failed to expose and teach these hymns.
Second, ours is a generation of biblical illiteracy. In
preaching to our pain, our felt needs, and our story,
we have fallen short in producing a people who
know enough of the biblical story to understand
Wesley’s Scripture-in-song. Like his brother John,
Charles was “a man of one Book.” Third, ours is a

generation that lives in theological poverty. We
know much of how we think; we know precious
little of how God thinks. To sing Wesley one must
constantly strive to know the mind of God, revealed
through His Son by the power of His Spirit. We
seem now to sing much about Jesus but precious
little of the Trinity. Fourth, communication
mediums have radically changed. Picture and sound
have all but displaced Wesley’s much-valued classic
language. The nobility of the spoken word suffers.
Fifth, and incredibly challenging, is the matter of
melody, rhythm, and harmony, the stuff of music.
Classic, eighteenth-century poetic language does not
easily lend itself to the musical idioms of CCM
(Contemporary Christian Music). A new musical
language combined with skillful, thoughtful,
theologically accurate and even prayerful paraphrasing is a must for our day. Wesley can and
should live again.
At his 300th birthday, Charles Wesley provides his
own appropriate conclusion in one of his hymns: “O
heavenly King, look down from above, Assist us to
sing Thy mercy and love.”
1. Frank Baker, Charles Wesley as Revealed by His Letters (London:
Epworth Press, 1948), 1.
2. Teresa Berger, Theology in Hymns? [Translated by Timothy E.
Kimbrough] (Nashville: Kingswood Books/Abingdon Press), 66.
3. The Journal of the Rev. Charles Wesley, M.A. (Kansas City: Beacon Hill
Press), 1:1.
4. Letter to John Wesley, quoted by Thomas R. Albin, “Charles
Wesley’s Other Prose Writings,” in Charles Wesley: Poet and
Tehologian, Edited by S. T. Kimbrough, Jr. (Nashville: Kingswood
Books/Abingdon Press), 95.
5. Bernard Manning, The Hymns of Wesley and Watts (London: Epworth
Press), 13.
6. John Lawson, The Wesley Hymns as a Guide to Scriptural Teaching
(Grand Rapids: Francis Asbury Press of Zondervan Publishing
House), 15.
7. Wesley’s depth of source material is developed more completely by
Teresa Berger, Theology in Hymns?, 101-103.

Dr. William C. Goold is the Dwight M.
and Lucille S. Beeson Professor: Church
Music & William Earle Edwards
Professor: Church Music at Asbury
Theological Seminary.
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ASBURYc l o s e - u p
NEWS

F A C U LT Y N E W S
Dr. Tapiwa Mucherera and
Dr. José Javier Sierra,
professors in the
Counseling and Pastoral
Counseling programs, presented a free seminar
about balancing ministry and family issues at the
Florida campus on Feb. 23. This seminar offered
practical skills for pastors, campus ministers,
chaplains, youth and children’s ministers.

Pictured above: Front row President J. Ellsworth Kalas; Bill Johnson, Asbury Board of Trustees;
Mr. Paul Amos; Mrs. Jean Amos; Mrs. Jerry Dunnam; Former President Maxie Dunnam. Back Row,
Mrs. Kathelen Amos; Mr. Daniel Amos; Mr. Paul Amos II; Mrs. Courtney Amos; Ms. Laurie Amos.

Paul and Jean Amos, of the American Family Life Insurance Company
(AFLAC), have committed a permanent endowment to Asbury
Theological Seminary to fund the on-going operation of a new Ph.D.
program in Biblical Studies. “The gift from Paul and Jean Amos is so farreaching in its ministry that I feel as if I speak eventually for millions
when I thank Mr. and Mrs. Amos for what they have done,” stated J.
Ellsworth Kalas, president.
This program is essential to equipping the need for 600 senior
Protestant denominational and seminary leaders who will train the
600,000 new pastors for the 600,000,000 new Christians anticipated
in the world during the next 20 years (taken from The Next Christendom
by Philip Jenkins). Following its mission “to prepare and send forth a welltrained, sanctified, Spirit-filled, evangelistic ministry” to spread scriptural
holiness around the world, Asbury Seminary will train evangelical
Wesleyan doctoral scholars who will train faculty members who will in
turn train the pastors who serve in churches across the globe.
“The generosity of the Amos family has made it possible for Asbury
Theological Seminary to fulfill one of its long-term dreams—that of
offering a world-class Ph.D. in Biblical Studies. We expect students to
come from around to the world for this new program, and we believe the
Church will be well-served by these efforts for generations to come,”
states Dr. Bill Arnold, vice president of Academic Affairs and provost.
We are so grateful for the care and generosity of the Amos family, as
we are for everyone who loves Asbury Seminary and the work we are
doing to serve the Kingdom.
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Dr. Hugo Magallanes participated in
the third African/American/Hispanic
Dialog organized by the Association
of Theological Schools in Pittsburgh,
Pa., in October. In addition, he attended the
Hispanic Summer Program Board Meeting, held
at Duke Divinity School, in which he was elected
to serve on the Executive Committee as the
Secretary of the Board.

Dr. Ronald Crandall, dean of the E.
Stanley Jones school of world mission
and evangelism recently published
Witness: Learning to Share Your Christian
Faith. Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 2007.

Dr. Michael Pasquarello, associate
professor of Practical Theology,
published Christian Preaching: A
Trinitarian Theology of Proclamation.
Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic, 2006.

w w w . a s b u r y s e m i n a r y . e d u

LECTURES
Eric Metaxas, author of Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce
and the Heroic Campaign to End Slavery, spoke Feb. 13 during
chapel on the Kentucky campus. Metaxas’s portrayal of William
Wilberforce aims to help others become reacquainted with this
exceptional man who was a hero to Abraham Lincoln and an inspiration to
the anti-slavery movement in America.
The story of Wilberforce comes to life in a new feature film, Amazing Grace,
by Walden Media. The movie chronicles his struggles and achievements as
an activist, cultural reformer and Member of Parliament. Wilberforce was
passionate in his twenty-year fight to abolish the British slave trade. The
movie also features his friendship with John Newton, a former slave trader,
and the author of the much-beloved hymn, Amazing Grace. The movie will
be released in theatres across the country on Feb. 23.
Metaxas has written for countless newspapers and magazines, including The
New York Times, The Atlantic, Washington Post, Books & Culture,Christianity
Today, Mars Hill Review, and First Things. He has also written for VeggieTales
and Rabbit Ears Productions, earning three Grammy nominations for Best
Children’s Recording.

Fr. Rainero Cantalamessa, Preacher to the Papal Household,
presented the Beeson Lecture on Preaching series at Asbury
Theological Seminary on Feb. 20. His visit was in conjunction
with the Lexington Catholic Diocese. On Monday, Feb. 19,
Fr. Cantalamessa spoke in an Ecumenical Service at Centenary United
Methodist Church. Fr. Cantalamessa’s publications are utilized in several of
the preaching classes at Asbury Seminary.
The Beeson Lectures in Biblical Preaching were established through the
Beeson bequest for the purpose of delineating, advocating and modeling
excellence in biblical preaching. The lectures, which typically occur in
February, began in 1992.

N.T. “Tom” Wright, the Bishop of Durham in the Church of
England and a leading British New Testament scholar, will visit
Asbury Theological Seminary Nov. 13-14, 2007. A public lecture
is planned addressing the use of Scripture in contemporary
political discourse. Wright has written over thirty books, both at the
scholarly level and for a popular audience. Currently Wright presides as the
Bishop of Durham for the Church of England.

EVENTS
Admissions Preview Weekend. You’re
invited to “come to our table” and
experience first-hand the formational and
educational community that makes Asbury
unique. Faculty, staff, students and alumni
will be available to answer any questions
about applying to Asbury. Two opportunities
are available: April 13 & 14, 2007 on our
Wilmore, Kentucky, campus and April 27 &
28, 2007 at our campus in Orlando, Florida.
Reservations are required and can be
completed at www.asburyseminary.edu or by
calling 1-800-2Asbury. See our ad on the
back cover of this issue of the Herald.

D E AT H S
The Asbury Theological Seminary community
mourns the death of Sam Eden. He passed
away unexpectedly on January 28, 2007. A
graduate of the Seminary, he served as the
Extended Learning Student Chaplain and as a
columnist for “This Week at Asbury.” Sam
was blessed with many assistants and friends,
especially those on the seminary campus.
Expressions of sympathy to honor Sam’s
life may be made to Asbury Theological
Seminary, 204 North Lexington Ave,
Wilmore, KY 40390 or the Northwest
Haiti Christian Mission, P.O. Box 829,
Versailles, KY 40383.

WINTER 2007 | 19

Treasure that Lasts Forever
by Ken Thompson

“When we hold
on to it, we lose
it when we leave
the earth. When
we give it as an
investment in the
Kingdom we
benefit for
eternity”
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John Wesley once visited the owner of a vast
plantation. Riding their horses for hours, they
were able to see only a fraction of the estate. As
they sat together for dinner the plantation
owner asked, “Well, Mr. Wesley, what do you
think?” Wesley replied, “I think you’re going to
have a hard time leaving all this.”
Will you have a hard time leaving “all this”? If
so, it may be because your treasure is in the
wrong place. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
turns the concept of treasure upside down: Do not
lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in
and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven. Matt 6:19-20
We tend to think of treasure in terms of money,
homes, cars, yachts, and the like. But Jesus says
these “treasures” will be eaten by moths and rust
away. Paul likens “things” as dung that he once
treasured compared with gaining Christ and being
found in Him (Phil. 3:8-9). What we often think of
as treasure, isn’t treasure at all. No one wants to
keep dung around!

So how do we lay up for ourselves treasures
in heaven? Anything we keep in our hands will
inevitably be lost, but anything we put in the
Lord’s hands will be credited to our account.
When we hold on to it, we lose it when we leave
the earth. When we give it as an investment in
the Kingdom we benefit for eternity.
Are you holding on to something you need
to give to God? If something has come to your
mind, I urge you to ask the Lord how you can
give it to Him right away. In the words of the
martyred missionary, Jim Elliot, “He is no fool
who gives what he cannot keep to gain that
which he cannot lose.”
Ken Thompson is the Executive Director of
Development for Asbury Seminary. Ken is
available to help you and your family “lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven” by
developing and implementing a stewardship
plan that aligns your giving with your
purpose and passion. For more information, contact Ken at
(859) 858-2086 or Ken_Thompson@asburyseminary.edu.

The Cost of Lives Changed
Turn on the lights, get a bite to eat, sit at a
desk—these are the practical, ordinary things
that happen each day at Asbury Seminary as
students attend class. These are the nuts and
bolts of operating the seminary. It costs more than
tuition to care for each student. It is approximately
$27 a day to care for the needs of each student
($6,039 annually). However, we are committed to
providing them with a quality environment to help
them succeed in their learning experience.
Here’s where we need your help. While we have
been blessed by the giving towards student
scholarships, we still have a need for meeting the day
to day needs of training and equipping students. We
are so grateful for the way our friends support
Asbury Seminary. However, we still need your
support. We invite you to use the enclosed envelope
to help us care for the daily needs of our students.

Did you know that ...
...One month’s light bill for the Kentucky
and Flordia campuses is $22,038.
...Monthly purchase of books for our
libraries cost $18,000.
...Yearly Postage for application packets
and other information for future students
is $12,000.
...But the price of the lives touched through
a seminary education is immeasurable.

Doing

Evangelism

When ordinary life presents extraordinary

opportunities to share the story of God

stepbystep
by Fr. Peter Matthews

THERE IS A TALE OF A MAN who once criticized
the famed evangelist D. L. Moody for his methods
of evangelism. In response to the man’s criticism,
Moody asked, “Sir, how do you do evangelism?”
The man sheepishly explained that he didn’t do
evangelism. To this Moody replied, “Well, I like my
way of doing evangelism better than your way of
not doing it.”
As a pastor I am called to model evangelism and
to equip my congregation for evangelism, but in
my experience, few Christians actually share their
faith. One reason for the shortage of evangelists in
the Church is the model of evangelism most
Christians carry in their minds. Probably the most
pervasive model is what I call the sales model. In
this approach, Christians memorize a simple gospel
presentation to engage in evangelistic conversations.

Some have found faith in Christ through this
approach, which should be celebrated. The problem
is that most of us just feel uncomfortable with this
approach and so don’t “do evangelism.”

...heart, friendship and prayer. It’s
natural, it is doable, and I have seen God
use it to bring people to faith in Christ

If evangelism is really to happen, disciples must
be given models that can be practiced in real life.
Instead of a sales model, I teach a model I try to
follow in my own life. This model has three

WINTER 2007 | 21

elements: heart, friendship and prayer. It is natural,
it is doable, and I have seen God use it to bring
people to faith in Christ.

heart
To be a faithful witness for Jesus, one must get
one’s heart right. First, one must know God’s heart
for those who don’t yet know Christ. A clear picture
of God’s heart is seen in Luke 15. Here Jesus corrects
his audience’s mistaken view of God by telling three
stories: the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son.
Each story reinforces the truth of God’s consuming
passion to seek and save the lost. This picture of the
Father is foundational to being a faithful witness.
The second way to get one’s heart right is
remembering that we were formerly lost and have
been found, and we are still broken and sinful.
It is only by God’s astounding grace that we are
welcomed into fellowship with him. It is easy
to stop being astounded by grace. Once the
astonishment is gone, the power and motivation
to be a witness dries up. Remembering grace—
daily—is an essential discipline for one who wants
to be a faithful witness for Jesus.

friendship
Friendship is another key to being a faithful
witness. Most people come to faith because someone
close to them was involved. Impersonal evangelism is
not the predominant way evangelism happens.
This fact is good news for most of us because we
like having friends. We simply need to make sure
our circle of friendships includes those who do not
yet know Christ.
Often we are already connected to people who
are not disciples. They are neighbors, coworkers,
and family members. The challenge is not so
much to make new friends as to understand God
has providentially placed us in relationships
already. What if we purposed to have lunch with
our coworkers, enjoy their company, and let them
get to know us? Opportunities to love and serve
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our friends by our actions and telling our friends
about Christ comes more naturally in this context.
Added to friendship is the power of community.
I have friends who open their home for a monthly
soup supper. The guest list always includes friends
from church and friends who are not disciples. As
these two groups mix together, the witness of my
friends is expanded. This method also helps those
who eventually trust Christ to assimilate more easily
into the church because each new believer already
has a circle of friends from the church.

prayer
Prayer brings the model full circle. By praying,
one undergirds one’s friendships. Prayer also keeps
one’s heart sensitive to God’s heart for those who
don’t yet know Christ. The Holy Spirit is continually
drawing people to faith in Christ. Prayer is a pivotal
way we cooperate with the Spirit in this constant
work. Prayer also reminds us that while being a
witness is our work, conversion is God’s work. I
encourage people to make a list of unchurched
friends—preferably on an index card—that can be
kept in a Bible and prayed over daily.
This model is the metric I use to gauge whether
I am being faithful in evangelism. I also use it to
measure the evangelistic faithfulness of my parish.
Do we have God’s heart for those without Christ?
Are we building and growing friendships with those
who are not disciples? Are we praying regularly for
our unchurched friends, especially that God would
open a door for us to share our faith? If a disciple
can answer yes to these three questions, then that
person is “doing” evangelism.
Fr. Peter Matthews (‘03) is Pastor at
Saint Patrick’s Anglican Church in
Lexington, Ky. You can find Saint
Patrick’s Church on the web at
www.saintpatrickschurch.org

the benediction.

A Charge

to Keep

A charge to keep I have, a God to glorify,
A never-dying soul to save, and fit it for the sky.
To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill;
O may it all my powers engage to do my Master’s will!
Arm me with jealous care, as in thy sight to live,
and O Thy servant, Lord, prepare a strict account to give!
Help me to watch and pray, and on thyself rely,
assured, if I my trust betray, I shall for ever die

- Charles Wesley -
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Come
TO THE TABLE

asbury theological seminary • preview weekend 2007

wilmore, ky

orlando, fl

april 13-14

april 27-28

Registration for our Admissions Preview Weekend is now in progress.
Take advantage of this opportunity—spend a weekend at one of our campuses to see if
Asbury is right for you. Call or register online today!

1.800.2ASBURY or 859.858.2211 www.asburyseminary.edu
Know someone who belongs at Asbury Seminary? Give them the flier above or post it for your colleagues.
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